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Through their innumerable service ini-
tiatives, they have been Goodfellow’s
most dedicated champions who served
as the bridge between San Angelo and
Goodfellow.

Through it all, Charles and JoAnne
stood together, side by side and hand in
hand. They transformed countless
lives, not the least of which was my
own. I had the pleasure of meeting the
Powells when I ran for Congress in 2004,
and in 2005, I hired JoAnne on as the
first member of my staff. At that
point, I could never have imagined the
depth of the impact that Charlie and
JoAnne would have on me, my family,
and every member of my team over the
years to come.

JoAnne is the most longstanding
member of my staff, and she and Char-
lie have seen me through the ups and
downs, all while tirelessly serving the
constituents of the Concho Valley.

Within my office, JoAnne took on
the responsibility of shepherding young
men and women through the congres-
sional nomination process for applying
to the United States military acad-
emies, while Charles chaired the board
responsible for vetting and recom-
mending them to me for nomination.
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Their teamwork resulted in many
young men and women from my dis-
trict receiving appointments to these
prestigious institutions of higher
learning, further extending the tradi-
tion of service to our country to future
generations.

I cannot put into words the immense
honor that it has been to have Charles
and JoAnne as a part my family. My
wife, Suzanne, and I feel tremendously
lucky to have the opportunity to learn
from them and to count them among
our closest friends.

Colonel Powell will be greatly
missed, and I take comfort knowing his
legacy will continue through the peo-
ple he loved and the community he was
so proud to call home.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. YOHO).

PUBLIC APOLOGY TO THE HONORABLE
ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I stand be-
fore you this morning to address the
strife I injected into the already-con-
tentious Congress.

I have worked with many Members in
this Chamber over the past four terms,
Members on both sides of the aisle,—
and each of you know that I am a man
of my word. So let me take a moment
to address this body.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to apologize for
the abrupt manner of the conversation
I had with my colleague from New
York. It is true that we disagree on
policies and visions for America, but
that does not mean we should be dis-
respectful.

Having been married for 45 years,
with two daughters, I am very cog-
nizant of my language. The offensive
name-calling words attributed to me
by the press were never spoken to my
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colleagues, and if they were construed
that way, I apologize for their mis-
understanding.

As my colleagues know, I am pas-
sionate about those affected by pov-
erty. My wife, Carolyn, and I started
out together at the age of 19 with noth-
ing. We did odd jobs, and we were on
food stamps. I know the face of pov-
erty, and for a time, it was mine. That
is why I know people in this country
can still, with all its faults, rise up and
succeed and not be encouraged to break
the law.

I will commit to each of you that I
will conduct myself from a place of
passion and understanding that policy
and political disagreement be vigor-
ously debated with the knowledge that
we approach the problems facing our
Nation with the betterment of the
country in mind and the people we
serve.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot apologize for
my passion or for loving my God, my
family, and my country.

—————

THE WAY WE TREAT ONE
ANOTHER MATTERS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the words of the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO). They were appro-
priate because the language we use
matters. The way we treat one another
matters.

Mr. YOHO needed no apology for his
passion about poverty and for the
downtrodden, but he ought to remem-
ber and acknowledge that the person to
whom he spoke so inappropriately was
one of the strongest fighters in this
Congress for those with the least, those
who are downtrodden, those who are
forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, the apology was appro-
priate. I hope that Mr. YOHO feels that
apology sincerely, and I hope all of us
will take a lesson to think before we
speak so harshly to one another.

This country is a divided country.
There are some of us who believe that
our Chief Hxecutive uses harsh lan-
guage and inappropriate language di-
rected at some of our citizens. We
ought not to replicate that conduct.

The apology was appropriate. I know
that our colleague, ALEXANDRIA
0OcAs10-CORTEZ, appreciates that apol-
ogy, but let us treat one another with
the respect and dignity each of us de-
serves not only as a Member of this
body, but as a human being.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 49 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. DINGELL) at 10 a.m.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, thank You for giving
us another day.

We ask Your blessing on all the Mem-
bers of the people’s House during these
rare days of coming together in this
Chamber. The coronavirus has changed
so many forms and patterns of gath-
ering, as family, community, and here
in Congress.

Send out Your spirit that those who
find themselves at odds with their col-
leagues might continue the productive
work that must be done, but which
does not draw contentious attention,
and address as well the issues which
are pressing upon our Nation. Lord,
have mercy.

Continue to bless the men and
women who attend to those who are
sick—the number continuing to grow
throughout our country. Keep our
healthcare professionals safe and in-
spire those who labor to find treat-
ments and cures for this dangerous
virus.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4(a) of House Resolution
967, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

SENATE SHOULD PASS THE
HEROES ACT

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, it
has been more than two months since
the House passed the HEROES Act. In



H3622

that time, there have been more than
50,000 new coronavirus deaths, bringing
the total to more than 140,000 Ameri-
cans and more than 2.5 million more
cases. Yet the Senate has done noth-
ing.

This important legislation provides
much-needed relief to States and cities
experiencing lost revenue, to support
our heroes on the front lines.

It ensures our first responders and es-
sential workers are entitled to hazard
pay and guarantees up to $200 billion
for those who have risked their lives
working during the pandemic.

It expands testing, tracing,
treatment to all Americans.

It puts money back in the pockets of
struggling Americans with a second
round of stimulus payments up to
$6,000 per household.

It preserves health coverage by pro-
tecting the more than 5.4 million
Americans who have lost their em-
ployer-provided health insurance.

It extends the weekly $600 Federal
unemployment benefit through Janu-
ary, providing a vital safety net for a
record number of Americans who are
unemployed. Right now, that expires in
just 9 days.

It helps worried families afford a safe
place to live, assisting renters and
homeowners with rent, mortgage, and
utility payments and other housing-re-
lated costs.

I urge the Senate to pass this bill im-
mediately.

and

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE GREAT
AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GTANFORTE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of the Great
American Outdoors Act.

My friend, Senator DAINES, deserves
a lot of credit. He has successfully ad-
vanced this historic legislation, his-
toric because of its long-term dedica-
tion to our public lands.

People from around the world come
to tour our outstanding National
Parks, including millions of visitors
every year to Yellowstone and Glacier.
Unfortunately, too many of our parks
have fallen into disrepair. This bill be-
gins to rebuild and repair our parks.

It is also a fitting complement to our
successful efforts to permanently reau-
thorize the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund. It provides dedicated fund-
ing to increase public access to public
lands across Montana.

I know how important LWCF is to
Montana, and I will continue working
to keep public lands in public hands
and increase access.

I urge my colleagues to join me
today in voting for the Great American
Outdoors Act.

———

STUDENT LOAN DEBT CRISIS

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, our stu-
dent loan debt crisis predates the pan-
demic. We encourage high school stu-
dents to attend college, to claim their
education, yet too many graduates are
shackled with a mountain of debt that
limits their future, impedes their fi-
nancial freedom, and diminishes their
purchasing power. The pandemic has
only worsened this problem.

During this pandemic, we owe it to a
generation of debt-laden young people,
veterans, and transitioning adults to
take bold action, to pass meaningful
debt forgiveness. Freeing up the ability
to claim an education without crushing
debt will be a relief to so many Ameri-
cans and our economy.

An educated public should enrich us
all, not create unsustainable debt. So I
call upon this body to pass bold and
meaningful debt forgiveness for mil-
lions of bright young people so that
their futures are determined not by the
debt they incurred but by the knowl-
edge they gained.

———

NATIONAL FRAGILE X
AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today on Na-
tional Fragile X Awareness Day to
raise awareness of this genetic dis-
order.

Fragile X is caused by mutations in
the gene known as FMR1. These
mutations can result in behavioral, de-
velopmental, cognitive, and reproduc-
tive conditions, often leading to de-
layed development of speech and lan-
guage. In the most severe cases, fragile
X can cause potentially fatal
neurodegenerative conditions.

Fragile X syndrome affects an esti-
mated 100,000 Americans. But more
than 1 million Americans have a vari-
ation of the fragile X mutation, mean-
ing they either have or are at risk of
developing one of the associated condi-
tions.

This means each Member of this
House, on average, represents 230 con-
stituents living with fragile X syn-
drome, and countless more parents,
grandparents, siblings, and caregivers
love someone with fragile X.

Each person living with fragile X
syndrome, and any other intellectual

and developmental disability, makes
our world a better place.
——
EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because supplemental Federal
unemployment benefits expire next
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week, and Republicans in the Senate
refuse to extend these benefits for the
American people.

Average daily expenses are weighing
heavily on millions of families as our
economy struggles and unemployment
is at a record high, with over 17 million
still unemployed.

Rent is due, bills are due, loan pay-
ments are due, but people are still out
of work. Americans are fighting
against financial hardships and the
housing affordability crisis. Failure to
extend unemployment benefits in the
midst of this pandemic would be cruel
and inhumane. It would cause financial
ruin for millions who are already
struggling.

Our communities need the additional
$600 weekly unemployment benefits. It
could be the difference between getting
evicted or making rent for another
month.

I urge the Senate to pass the HE-
ROES Act to extend Federal unemploy-
ment benefits. Millions of Americans
are depending on it.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF THE CITIZENS OF
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

(Mr. WATKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WATKINS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of democracy
around the world and, in particular, in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The human rights violations there
are already alarming. And now with
COVID-19 plaguing the world, people
there and everywhere must have access
to the tools necessary to fight this dis-
ease.

As telecommunication blackouts,
suppression of media reports, human
rights abuses, and mass detentions con-
tinue in Jammu and Kashmir, COVID-
19 concerns are amplified. There have
already been disturbing reports that
PPE and critical equipment are being
blocked from entering the region.

Without adequate resources and
internet access, hospitals and medical
centers don’t stand a chance. And lives
being lost are lost to the world.

I urge the global community and ac-
tors in the region to work together to
ensure that citizens of Jammu and
Kashmir have access to the care, serv-
ices, and resources needed to defeat
this disease.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE NO BAN ACT

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
NO BAN Act, which I was honored to
coauthor. I urge my colleagues to
swiftly pass this landmark legislation
today.

More than 3 years ago, President
Donald Trump’s Muslim ban put into
action the xenophobic and racist agen-
da that he promised during his cam-
paign.
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